
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E891
2000 is HCFA’s number one priority. For these
reasons, a phased—and longer than desired—
transition to a patient classification coverage
policy is necessary.

I urge my fellow Members of Congress to
join me in support of the Medicare Rehabilita-
tion Benefit Equity Act of 1999. Together we
can ensure that implementation of the BBA
dollar limits on outpatient rehabilitation serv-
ices will not disproportionately affect our most
vulnerable Medicare beneficiaries.
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DAVIDSON

HON. MARION BERRY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 1999

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I was saddened
to learn of the passing of Bill Davidson, affec-
tionally known as ‘‘Bull’’ in Stuttgart, Arkansas
on Saturday, May 2. Everyone who follows Ar-
kansas State University football is familiar with
this personable and talented man but I’d like
to take this opportunity to enlighten my col-
leagues about this gentleman who will always
be regarded as one of the greatest coaches
ASU has ever had.

Bill was originally from Manila, AR but had
lived for many years in Jonesboro, AR, home
of Arkansas State University. His involvement
with ASU began in 1953 when he was a cen-
ter-linebacker on the football team and contin-
ued when named the offensive coordinator in
1963 for then head coach Bennie Ellender. In
addition to being the offensive coordinator, Bill
also served as the offensive line coach. He
was one of the primary reasons ASU when
undefeated in 1970 and were named National
Champs for their division. When Coach
Ellender left for Tulane University in 1971,
Coach Davidson was placed at the helm. The
first few years of Bill’s tenure were somewhat
lean, but the 1973 team finished 8–3 and por-
tended future success. This success was real-
ized in 1975 with an undefeated season and
16 players from that team signing pro con-
tracts. It is considered by many ASU fans as
the greatest ASU football team in the school’s
history. Unfortunately for ASU, in 1979 Bill
gave up the head coaching reins primarily due
to a severe problem back which had plagued
him for some time. He then became an asso-
ciate athletic director until his retirement in
1990. Bill was twice named Southland Con-
ference Coach of the Year and was inducted
into the Arkansas State University Hall of
Honor in 1984.

I know there are college head coaches that
have had more on field success than Coach
Davidson, though his 51–31–1 record during
his tenure is very respectable, however, I
doubt any would surpass his ability to motivate
and inspire his players. This was achieved in
a number of ways and that is the mark of a
great football coach, not just being proficient
with X’s and O’s but discerning the team’s
personality and adapting their style of coach-
ing to it.

It would also be difficult to find a coach who
was more beloved by his players. Often end-
ing a tough practice with all the players gath-
ered around him, Bill would tell a joke or two
and send everyone to the showers with a
smile on their faces. His stories about other

players he played with or coached were also
in great demand and guaranteed to break-up
any listener. It was this wit and humor that en-
abled Coach Davidson to be a very effective
recruiter of top high school football players
throughout the country.

The people of Northeast Arkansas and ASU
in particular will miss ‘‘Bull’’ Davidson but his
legacy will be the young men in whom he in-
stilled many of life’s valuable lessons: physical
and mental toughness, perseverance, dedica-
tion, and perhaps the most important of all,
not making excuses for any failure that might
befall them.

Bill is survived by his wife Donna and his
daughter Sharon to whom I send my most sin-
cere condolences.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 833) to amend
title II of the United States Code, and for
further purposes:

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Chairman, H.R. 833
provides fair and reasonable bankruptcy re-
form to a system that is badly in need of re-
pair. Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code was
established to help honest, debt burdened in-
dividuals gain a fresh start. In 1982, when
economic times were tough, less than 400,000
individuals used this portion of the Code,
which forgives all existing debts.

Oddly, in today’s economy in which real per
capita annual disposable income is growing,
unemployment rates are low, and the market
is strong, Chapter 7 fillings are at a record
high with over 1.4 million people asking to be
discharged from about $50 billion in debt. Cur-
rently it is estimated that over 70% of bank-
ruptcy filers use Chapter 7. Last year, 1.4 mil-
lion personal bankruptcies were filed, an in-
crease of 94.7 percent over 1990. By contrast
business filings have remained steady over
the last two decades. As my House colleague
Congressman RICK BOUCHER aptly said,
‘‘bankruptcy was never meant to be used as
a financial planning tool, but it is becoming a
first stop rather than a last resort’’ to those
who have the ability to pay a portion of their
debts, but choose to ignore their responsibil-
ities.

Clearly, the Congress has a responsibility to
address this issue. Our nation simply cannot
afford widespread abuse in our bankruptcy
system. Consumers pay an estimated $500
dollars per year in additional ‘‘hidden taxes’’
by companies trying to make up for the cost
of bankruptcy losses. For this reason, I have
joined the fight in promoting federal legislation
that actively seeks to reform the Code and tar-
get those who abuse the system at the ex-
pense of others.

The Bankruptcy Reform Act, which passed
yesterday with overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port will force those who should file under
Chapter 13, and pay a portion of their debt, to
meet their responsibilities. It insists that a
debtor demonstrate that full bankruptcy relief
under Chapter 7 is warranted. Those who do

not meet this needs-based test will be subject
to a formula based on the debtor’s income
and obligations. The bill also ensures that
debtors know all their financial options before
they file bankruptcy. Often, debtors are the
prey of entities that push debtors into bank-
ruptcy without an explanation. This initiative
will crack down on these practices. The bill
also includes a House passed amendment
that will require greater disclosure to debtors
by credit card companies and other creditors
about the types of fees and payments sched-
ules that consumers may incur. By balancing
the needs of creditors and debtors, this bill
achieves meaningful bankruptcy reform.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, this week is
National Teacher Appreciation Week, and I
want to honor the teachers of the Eight Con-
gressional District of Massachusetts. Almost
5,000 teachers in over 176 schools educate
approximately 86,000 students in the 8th dis-
trict alone.

Many of today’s schools are in disrepair.
They are bulging at the seams. Students do
not have chairs to sit on, let alone textbooks
from which to learn. Despite limited resources,
teachers persistently surpass these obstacles
and devise new ways to stimulate our children
to achieve.

So many teachers go the extra mile to en-
sure that their students are learning. They pro-
vide a variety of additional services, from as-
sisting a student after school hours with their
homework to giving up their Saturday to coach
basketball. Teachers are more than just edu-
cators. They serve as mentors, managers,
counselors, confidants and friends. Although
they are not always rewarded or even ac-
knowledged for their daily selfless acts, teach-
ers continue to give of themselves in order to
instruct our children.

In Cambridge, Massachusetts, several
teachers have exemplified outstanding dedica-
tion to their jobs: Joseph Sullivan, who was
bestowed with the honor of being elected to
the Massachusetts Teacher Association board;
Michele Owaross, who just recently led a
group of 10th and 11th graders on a trip to
China to study the society and culture of an-
other country; Lucinda Leveille who brought
six students to Russia recently and was hon-
ored for her attempt to promote international
awareness by the Russian Government; and
Jamalh Prince, Chelsea’s indoor track coach
who was named ‘‘Coach of the Year’’ by The
Boston Globe.

Likewise, in Chelsea, Massachusetts, Adele
Lubarsky has been teaching at the Sokolowski
school in Chelsea since 1972. In those 27
years, Ms. Lubarsky has certainly kept active.
As a 3rd grade Spanish bilingual elementary
school teacher, she has set high standards to
guarantee that her students will achieve now
and in the future. Ms. Lubarsky also serves as
a ‘‘mentor teacher’’ whereby she models les-
sons for other teachers and assists new-
comers. Due to her dedication, she was
awarded the 1996 ‘‘Outstanding Teacher of
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